The Ansari Africa Center will strive to be not only a

think tank but also a do tank.

Founded 50 years ago, the
Atlantic Council’s mission
is that of renewing the
Atlantic community for global
challenges. ~We renew the
community and address the
most pressing issues in the
world with global partners
acting in common purpose.
The issues range from energy
security to Afghanistan, from
global financial stability to the
maultiple challenges of Africa.
It is in that context that we are
launching today our Michael
S. Ansari Center.
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It has been Michael Ansari’s
vision, along with our former
chairman of this board
who has taken on another
assignment not insignificant
as national security advisor
to President Obama. It
was General Jones and
Michael Ansari who had the
vision and the capability of
putting all of that together
and producing something
that, we believe, for both
our continents and our
countries and the world, can
be a framework, a working
model for other relationships
around the globe.
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The Adantic Council of the United States is a non-partisan
organization that promotes constructive U.S. leadership and
engagement in international affairs based on the central role of the
Atlantic community in meeting today’s global challenges.
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These worlds of defense and
development  are  inextricably
linked. They're not the same thing;
theyre very different. But they're
linked and we need to see them as
part of the same picture. They're
both essential if we really want to
build a world that’s more secure,
more prosperous and more just. And
it’s more important than ever that
we see those connections, especially
in asymmetrical conflicts.
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Liberia is proud to be part of the trans-Atlantic
community, which honors those sacrifices by
[freedom-loving peoples all over the world. The
people of Liberia-and the people of Africa-know
that it is in partnership with friends and allies
who share these important values that we will
continue to work until all of our children enjoy
the blessings of peace and presperity, of freedom
and democracy.

PRESIDENT ELLEN JOHNSON SIRLEAF
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

from the Atlantic Council publication
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@A I'm here to share a few thoughts about our current

efforts at entrenching accountability in our
. country and also benefit from your deep insights
G and experience in this very important matter. I
(=  want to begin by extending my sincere thanks to
- N the Atlantic Council for the warm welcome and
. very specially congratulate you for what you are
| doing

J . H.E. GoopLUCK JONATHAN, PRESIDENT OF NIGERIA
\ [ at the launch of the Ansari Africa Center

The Michael S. Ansari Africa Center of the Atlantic Council, launched
in April 2010, provides a forum for strategic analysis and policy
recommendations for Africa. The Ansari Africa Center works under the
broad themes of security and prosperity, emphasizing African perspectives.

Africa’s future has crucial implications for the transatlantic community.
The existence of fragmented political systems, together with economic
challenges, are compounded by instability, climate change, and disease.
To deal with these issues, there is a need for a comprehensive approach and
closer cooperation and dialogue.

Practical, results oriented programs are developed
in close consultation with experts and leaders
from Africa, Europe, and the United States, who

@ come from the private and public sectors, think
tanks and universities, and international and non-
governmental organizations. The Ansari Africa
Center aims to promote stability and prosperity in

Africa, to work with Africans to build consensus
on the appropriate international security
structures in support of African development,
and to identify coordination mechanisms that can
successfully deal with energy, health, education,
food security, and employment challenges.

The Ansari Africa Center aims to bring a i
clear vision to support African national "
efforts in creating security and prosperity . : e
for their people. The Center will bring ’ , it
together African, European, and U.S.
government, business, and NGO leaders with
representatives of the African Union, United
Nations, European Union, and NATO under
one roof to share ideas and strategies for
better integrated policies.
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